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 It's been a very busy summer at Open Doors! We have now been open for 18 

months. During this time have learned and experienced so much from the 

young people we serve. What lessons have we learned?  

 It takes real courage to see beyond your current circumstances. 

 It takes real commitment to pursue your goals for change. 

●   It takes a supporting group of people in your life to walk with you through                     

this journey.  

 
To be a witness to a youth's gradual transformation from surviving to thriving 

is remarkable. To share in a youth's realization and celebration of his/her new 

accomplishments is a moment of joy. 

 
Cheryl Wold, Marilyn Olson and Cindy Ley                
Directors, Open Doors for Youth    

 

Welcome Intern Hannah Lefebvre 

My name is Hannah Lefebvre, I am the new intern at Open Doors For 

Youth. I am an Elk River graduate, class of 2012. I studied Public Health 

as my major, Nutrition, and Dance as a double minor at Winona State Uni-

versity. I am in the last part of my degree interning at Open Doors and al-

so at C.A.E.R Food Shelf. At some point in my future I would love to work 

with health and well-being of individuals globally and possibly go back to 

school for my Master's Degree. 

 

Off to School Time 

We are thrilled to see youth head back, or off to school this time of year! Currently 

four of the young people we have worked with have started college this fall. We 

have already heard back from several of them and are delighted to hear their en-

thusiasm. 

 
We understand that education plays an important role in securing more stability. 

This could include getting a high school diploma, a GED, a professional certifica-

tion, or a college degree. We encourage and support youth efforts to remain in 

school or begin new programs.  



Invisible Though Very Real 

Youth homelessness is an "invisible issue" to many people. You don't typi-

cally see youth panhandling in our retail areas, or camping in our parks. 

Indeed, most of our youth do not define themselves as "homeless" or fit into 

society's stereotype of a homeless person. They appear like any other 

young person their age. They go to school. They work in our local busi-

nesses. What they lack is stability. They may not know where they will be 

staying tomorrow or next week, or who they can turn to for help putting all 

the pieces together. 

Since opening in March of 2015, we have worked with 120 different young people, ages 16-23. They have 

visited our center over 1,000 times. Our current ratio is 62% male, 38% female. 79% are over 18, with our av-

erage age around 19. Most are unaccompanied youth, meaning they are not in the physical custody of a par-

ent or guardian. Another description often used is youth on their own. 

Where are they coming from? This is such a gray area for unaccompanied youth. Because they lack stable 

housing, they need to move around to where they can find safe, temporary housing - often couch hopping with 

friends, acquaintances or extended relatives. Youth who are living in their cars are extremely mobile, looking 

for a safe place to park overnight and get enough sleep to function the following day. 

This chart illustrates the communities identified by our youth when asked the question "Where Did You Stay 

Last Night?"  We draw heaviest from those communities closest to our center in Elk River. Youth from sur-

rounding communities are seeking our services, but often have a very difficult time simply getting to us. To 

meet this challenge, we are developing an outreach program, bringing needed goods or services to them in 

their current community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As news of our existence continues to spreads, we expect to see our numbers rise. This is good news actually 

- it means youth needing our services will be finding help. You can help us by being an advocate and sharing 

the word about Open Doors for Youth with your friends, family, neighbors and co-workers. Share our Face-

book posts. You never know how word-of-mouth reaches a young person in need!     

 

The other (10 cities) include; Albertville, Anoka, 
Becker, Big Lake, Buffalo, Coon Rapids, Minne-

apolis, Princeton, Ramsey, St.Cloud). 



Opportunities to Support Open Doors for Youth 
 

     Give to the Max Day—Thursday November 17 

 

 

 

Do you know  over 25% of our budget comes from donations by individuals? YOU 

have enabled us to help make real change happen. Please consider making a 

donation to Open Doors for Youth on Give to the Max Day, a state wide online 

giving campaign to support nonprofits. This year we are excited to announce  a 

matching grant offer! Every dollar donated during this drive will be matched up to 

$4,000. If our supporters contribute a total of $4,000 we will actually receive 

$8,000! Can you help us reach this ambitious goal? More details to follow in the 

next few weeks.  

 Pizza Ranch Night - Monday, November 21 
 

Three days before Thanksgiving...if your holiday schedule is looking hectic, why 

not take a break from cooking and join us for a fun evening of good food and 

charity. Volunteers will be taking your orders from 4:30-8:00pm at the Pizza 

Ranch in Elk River. During this time, 10% of sales and 100% of tips will go directly 

to Open Doors for Youth! Come for great food and a great cause. 

 Amazon Smiles Program 
 
Did you know every time you shop on smile.amazon.com Amazon will make a 

donation to Open Doors? It's so easy - just log into smile.amazon.com and desig-

nate Open Doors for Youth before you shop and Amazon will donate a percent-

age of your purchase to us. 

THANKS TO ALL! 

As we have shared before, Open Doors is all about partnering to help youth accom-

plish their goals. Working together - as individuals, community organizations, busi-

nesses, schools, churches, and service providers - we can facilitate progress that can 

change a life!  Continuing THANKS to all our donors and supporters. Special thanks 

to our on-site volunteers who graciously donate their time and energy, over 2,700 

hours so far in 2016.  

We are always happy to give tours of our center and discuss how you or your group 

can join us in our efforts. Give us a call at the center (763-441-1473). 

Current Open Doors Wish List Items 

 Gas Cards (fuel only), Super America or Holiday, $10 or $20  

 Food - Hormel Compleats entrees  (shelf-stable, ready to microwave for a meal) 

 Food - Barilla Italian-Style Entrees (shelf-stable, ready to microwave for a meal) 

 12 packs of pop (Mountain Dew, Sprite, Brisk Iced Tea), or juice pouches 

 Postage Stamps 

Donated items can be dropped off at our center 12-2pm Monday thru Friday or left in 

donation box inside the back door from 2-6pm Monday-Friday.     Thanks. 



Connecting with Us 

Open Doors for Youth Resource Center  

554 Third Street #201, Elk River, MN  55330 

Hours: Monday - Friday, 12-2pm Business Hours (open to public) 

                                         2-6pm Youth Hours only  

Phone: (763)-441-1473 

Email: Info.opendoorsforyouth@gmail.com 

 

Website: www.opendoorsforyouth.org 


